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Opening of the Collection of “Tobyo-ki” at the Nara Medical University Library

Junko KAWAMURA

Nara Prefectural Library & Information Center. 1000 1-chome, Dianji-nishi, Nara-shi, Nara, 630-8135, Japan

Abstract: A student at Nara Medical University eagerly
requested us to obtain a collection of “Tobyo-ki” books, in which
patient narratives are described by the patients themselves
and/or their caregivers.

‘We decided to provide such a collection so that the University
Library users could study patients’ psychological states, such
as fears and worries.

Following the guidelines provided by the “Healthcare
Information Bookshelf Project”, we made preparations to
obtain as many of the above-mentioned diaries and records as

possible.

Finally, we opened the collection in March 2008. Over the five
months since, the number of users of this collection has rapidly
increased. Our future task is to consider how the collection
can be made available to the local community for improved
healthcare of the community.

Key words: Narrative-Based Medicine; Patients; History;
Medical Education; Nara Medical University Library
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