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Abstract
Objectives: We investigated nurses’ knowledge of high-risk drugs, including

biological

originator disease modifying anti rheumatic drugs ((lDMARDs) and targeted
synthetic DMARDs (tsDMARDSs), and questions about medication management from
perioperative patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA).

Methods: The subjects were nurses registered with the Japan Rheumatism
Foundation and working at hospitals for RA care in the last 3 years. An online
questionnaire on medication management and symptom observation (2483
questionnaires) was distributed and 368 responses were received.

We compared results from two groups of nurses: those with perioperative experience
(group E; EG) and those with no perioperative experience (group NE; NEG).

Results: 368 subjects (183 in EG and 182 in NEG) were included in the analysis.
For 6 of the 12 questions, the knowledge of high-risk drug management was
significantly higher for the EG group compared to the NEG group.

The number of nurses who asked questions about drug management was significantly
higher in the EG group compared to the NEG group. In the EG group, many questions
were about the timing of drug withdrawal.

Conclusions: We need to educate nurses about high-risk drug management for

perioperative patients with rheumatoid arthritis.

Key words: rheumatoid arthritis, perioperative patients
nursing education, high-risk drugs
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