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123 Nara Medical University’s own Yuki Uegaki takes first prize!

In 2015 Nara Medical University (NMU) celebrated
its 70th anniversary with a promise to lead Japan into
a new era of clinical English education; For the first
time a professor of “clinical English” (Professor Bolstad)
was appointed, a committee was formed to revitalize
NMU's English department, student teacher ratios were
dramatically improved from as many as 60 students
per class to the current level of 20 students per class,
optional extension classes were provided free of charge
to all students, and perhaps most importantly the
English syllabus was revised to focus on fluency and
communication.

It has only been 2 and a half years since these
changes and while improvements are still being made
it is now possible to see some of the advantages that
these improvements have made for
students.

One student who has taken full
advantage of the changes at NMU
(attending both lunch chat groups
and extension classes) is Yuki
Uegaki. Yuki is a rising star in NMU’s
English Speaking Society (ESS) club
(reopened in 2015) . Yuki recently

17 THEEFHAREE - A% 29
(5621 @) HRMMEZRZE L

won the Presidential Trophy in Ryukoku University’s
47th English Oratorical Contest. Open to students from
all disciplines and universities the competition allows
students to test and improve their English in a truly
competitive environment.

When asked about the experience Yuki commented
that “in the contest, all the speakers were highly
motivated! It was such a valuable experience to listen to
their speeches. | think the quality of the speakers is very
important to make a contest better!”.

As Yuki’'s comments show it is important for NMU
to continue to support students in their efforts to use
English as this allows them to be exposed to other
students, both Japanese and foreign, who are working
hard to take their place in the new global community.
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