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Abstract
The present study aimed to survey practical training using continuous case studies
during midwifery practica in order to obtain suggestions for effective methods of
implementing midwifery studies. A questionnaire survey regarding the
implementation of practical training using continuous case studies in academic year
2011 was sent to the person responsible for midwifery studies at 164 schools, including
graduate schools, universities, postgraduate programs (one-year programs), junior
colleges, and vocational schools that provided midwifery education as of April 2012, A
total of 67 responses (response rate, 40.9%) were received from 2 graduate schools
(response rate, 20.0%), 33 universities (38.8%), 8 postgraduate programs (40.0%), 3
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junior colleges (50.0%), and 21 vocational schools (48.8%). Practical training using
continuous case studies was implemented at all educational institutions except for 5
(15.2%) universities. Two or more continuous case studies were followed at 100% of
graduate schools; 12.1% of universities; and 21.9% of postgraduate programs, junior
colleges, and voecational schools, and students began caring for these cases from the
second trimester of pregnancy at 50.0%, 18.2%, and 53.1% of these institutions,
respectively. All educational institutions provided prenatal health guidance around 5
times. All educational institutions prioritized prenatal health guidance; had an on-call
system for labor and taught practica in delivery assistance; and were able to provide
puerperal care and home visits. Issues comprised insufficient teaching staff and
difficulty securing facilities to conduct practical training and cases fo serve as
continuous case studies. No significant differences were observed in the level of
achievement at graduation between universities with and without practical training
using continuous case studies. This lack of difference was likely due to the
implementation of measures such as providing prenatal health guidance to multiple
cases and assisting in labor during the puerperal period.
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