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NEW EARLY CLINICAL RESIDENT TRAINING SYSTEM AND CHANGE
OF SELECTION OF FUTURE SPECIALTY:FROM THE RESULTS OF THE
ANALYSIS OF A QUESTIONNAIRE FOR OUR STUDENTS AND GRADUATES
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Abstract : A new early clinical resident training system started in Japan in 2004, and many

changes took place in the medical care system including a decrease in the number of doctors

in rural areas. Those changes have caused critical social problems, in Nara too. In order to

investigate this problem, we ran a questionnaire in December 2004 for subjects including
students and residents. We tried to find the merits and demerits of the new system by
analyzing the data provided by the questionnaire. The results of the questionnaire showed that
most students actually decide their future specialty before graduating, but after early resident
training, some of them experience a definite event that makes them want to change their
future course, and half of them actually change the late phase of their resident course.
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Table 1 Collection rate for questionnaire
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Fig. 2 Timing of selection of the specialty
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