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ANOMALOUS ORIGIN OF THE OPHTHALMIC ARTERY -~
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Summary: The present report describes a case of variation of the ophthalmic artery

observed in a 90-year-old Japanese female at dissection in 1988.

It was found that on one

side, the ophthalmic artery originated as two branches of unequal size, the smaller arising

from the internal carotid artery and the larger from the middle meningeal artery, with the

latter entering the orbit through a special incisure.
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Fig. 1. Superior view of the right orbit.
CI: a. carotis interna
EA: a. ethmoidalis anterior
L: a. lacrimalis

O: a. ophthalmica

NO: nervus opticus
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Fig. 2. Diagrammatic representation of the
arteries seen in the right orbit.

CR: a. centralis retinae
EP: a. ethmoidalis posterior
MM: a. meningea media
S: a. supratrochlearis
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